
April 5, 2021 CRS PPLT Minutes 
 
Meeting via Zoom 
 
CRS Faculty Parent Members 

Jennifer Darling, Principal 
Hope Weinberg, Asst. Principal  
Mary Sheerin, Special Ed. 
Michelle McStine, Literacy  
Kathryn Norelli, Kindergarten 
Lisa DiFeo, 1st Grade 
Stacey Buerkle, 2nd Grade 
Michelle Mancini, 3rd grade 
Kerry Castro, 4th Grade 

Anita Agarwal (2018-2021) 
Swati Goel-Patel (2019-2022) 
Gina Goldstein (2019-2022) 
Ellen Driscoll (2020-2023), Parent Co-Chair 
Lisa Sacks (2020-2023), Parent Co-Chair 

 
 
Meeting called to order at 4:45 pm. 
 

1. Reviewed March minutes and approved them. 4:45-4:50 pm. 
 

2. Reviewed the purpose of the month-by-month calendar for culturally-responsive curriculum. 
1. Discussion about how to implement this next year.  Group suggests an opening question and 

closing reflection for each month’s theme.  4:50-4:55 pm 
2. Discussion about how to incorporate community and district stakeholders: the home-school 

connection; building community beyond the walls of the classroom.  Discussion about having 
school-community nights in person versus Zoom (pros and cons) as we transition in this 
pandemic.  4:55-5:05 pm 

3. Discussion about how teachers should implement this next year.  We want to connect specific 
books to common themes: should teachers use books that are within the curriculum (grade-
bands) or books outside of the curriculum (same book K-2, same book 3-4)?  Consensus seems 
to be that teachers should use a common book (e.g., K-2) and then supplement with curriculum 
books (determined by each grade-level team).  5:05-5:15 pm 

4. Discussion about focusing themes on “heritage” versus “holidays” versus “character traits.”  For 
example, should a theme be “courage” or “Hispanic History Month?”  We don’t want to leave 
anyone out; we have to address this thoughtfully and with sensitivity. 5:15-5:20 pm 

5. The group has come to consensus that we want to bring awareness to a variety of heritages.  
This awareness is important not only for students and families, but for teachers, too.  We all 
need to be more aware of the different holidays that our learning community celebrates, and 
how our lives look different (and also the same).  “Knowing what is going on in these kids’ 
personal lives” is important—for all of us.  5:20-5:30 pm. 
 

3. Worked on themes for September-October calendar for 2021-2022 school year.  Teachers and parent 
representatives, as a whole-group, fill out September and October with holidays.  We discuss the 
holidays and our process for selecting holidays. 5:30-5:40 pm 
 

4. Planned next steps.  We decide to split up the months among us.  Parent chair(s) will look up the 
holidays; classroom teachers will each take a month and look up the books.  5:40-5:45 pm 
 

Meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm.  Minutes respectfully submitted by Ellen Driscoll. 


